CITY OF EYOTA
PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES
MARCH 21, 2013

Members Present: Dana Allen-Tully, Ray Schuchard, Barry Karsjens, Scot Field, and
Deputy Clerk Nancy Eichman

Members Absent: Bryan Cornell

Guests: Gary Trogstad, Eyota Township

Call to Order: Chair Dana Allen-Tully called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

Approve Agenda: A motion was made by Karsjens and seconded by Field to approve
the agenda with the addition of: Item 7, Other Business: A, “Planning Commission
Board Application.” All voted in favor. Vote was 3-0. Motion was declared carried.

Approve Minutes: A motion was made by Field and seconded by Karsjens to approve
the minutes of February 20, 2013 meeting. All voted in favor. Vote was 3-0. Motion
was declared carried.

Public Hearing: A motion was made by Karsjens and seconded by Field to close the
regular meeting and open the public hearing. All voted in favor, Vote was 3-0. Motion
was declared carried.

Chair Allen-Tully stated the purpose of the hearing is to consider and receive public
comment on a proposed addition to the Zoning Ordinance #53, Section 5.07 Wind
Energy Generation Systems (WEGS) via Ordinance #131. See, Exhibit “A.”

No public comments were received in writing. Gary Trogstad of Eyota Township was in
the audience and stated he read about the public hearing on WEGS in the City Newsletter
and was curious what the city was proposing. Mr. Trogstad was given a draft copy of the
proposed ordinance.

A motion was made by Field and seconded by Karsjens to close the public hearing. All
voted in favor. Vote was 3-0. Motion was declared carried.

A motion was made by Karsjens and seconded by Field to reopen the regular meeting,
All voted in favor. Vote was 3-0. Motion was declared carried.
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Findings of Fact:
The Planning Commission after gathering information and data has determined Findings
of Fact for a proposed Wind Energy Generation Systems Ordinance:

» The requirements for a public hearing set by a notice pursuant to Ordinance #53
Article IX of the Zoning Ordinance have been completed.

»  The purpose of the ordinance is to ensure the protection of public safety, health,
and welfare as related to the construction of any form of wind energy generation
systems (WEGS) or similar structures within the city limits of Eyota.

» The ordinance gives the citizens of the City of Eyota guidance on the rules and
regulations pertaining to WEGS or similar structures in the various zoning
districts of the city.

» To promote economic development and adaption of new technologies that would
address the needs of residents.

There was a motion made by Field and seconded by Karsjens to recommend to the City
Council for approval Ordinance #131 on Wind Energy Generation Systems (WEGS). All
voted in favor. Vote was 3-0. Motion was declared carried.

Arbor Gardens Expansion Proposal: After much discussion, it was consensus by the
board that there are too many unanswered questions. A request is to get a copy of the
completed study done on the assessment for senior housing expansion for Arbor Gardens.
Also the board would like the EDA Director to attend a meeting to explain in more detail
the proposal.

Schedule of Next Month’s Meeting: Next month’s planning meeting will be on
Thursday, April 18 at 7:00 PM at City Hall.

Other Business:

Planning Commission Board Application — An application for a Planning Commission
Board position was submitted by Chad Ohl. There was a motion made by Karsjens and
seconded by Field to recommend to the City Council Chad Ohl for the position of
Planning Commission Board. All voted in favor. Vote was 3-0. Motion was declared
carried.

Adjourn: There was a motion made by Field and seconded by Karsjens to adjourn. All
voted in favor. Vote was 3-0. Motion was declared carried. The meeting adjourned at
8:22 PM.

Narﬁc\y Eichman, Deputy Clerk
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CITY OF EYOTA
EYOTA, MINNESOTA

ORDINANCE NO. 131

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ZONING ORDINANCE #53 BY ADDING
SECTION 5.07 WIND ENERGY GENERATION SYSTEMS (WEGS)

Findings: The Council herby finds as follows:

a. The requirements for a public hearing set by a notice pursuant to Ordinance
#53 Article IX of the Zoning Ordinance have been comj sle

b. The purpose of the ordinance is to ensure the protgction of pubhc safety,
health, and welfare as related to the construction‘of*any. form of wind energy
generation systems (WEGS) or similar stluctlires withis city limits of
Eyota. E

c. The ordinance gives the citizens of't
and regulations pertaining to WEGS
districts of the city.

d. To promote economic development and a
would address the needs of residents.

the rules
ous zoning

"C1ty of Eyota guidanc
similar'structures in th

“"yon of new technologles that

NOW THEREFORE, IT IS ORDAINEL 3L OF THE CITY OF

EYOTA, MINNESOTA AS FOLLOWS

a. ComplianceRequired: The installation must comply with Section 8.15,
Environmental Performance Standards of the Zoning Ordinance #53 of the
City of Eyota, Minnesota.

b. Site Testing: A person, firm, or corporation may establish a WEGS
meteorological tower on a single or multiple parcels of land for up to a period
of one year by obtaining a zoning certificate. The purpose of the tower shall
be primarily to measure wind speed, direction, and to determine capacity factor
and collect related data necessary to determine suitability of the site for the
establishment of a WEGS.
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c. Setback Requirement: All WEGS shall be set back 1.5 times the total height
of the wind energy generation system from the property line.

d. Setbacks for Accessory Structures and Facilities: Substations, facility
buildings and other structures that are part of the WEGS shall meet the
setback requirements for the zoning district in which the project is located.

e. Tower Construction: All free standing towers shall be of tubular
construction, and no guyed towers permitted.

f. Height: Free standing towers shall be deemed an ;;eé%br,y structure and
shall not exceed the maximum height requirement:for an accessory structure
in all zoning districts. Roof type structures, o er attached in any way

toa p11n01pa1 Or accessory buﬂdmg, shall be deemed pal f that bulldlng, and

buildings with an attached")
district within which it is lo

55 fekt for principal buildings
70 feet for accessory structures

Industrial/Manufacturing M-1: Maximum Height:
Within 200 feet of a residential zoning district:

55 feet for principal buildings
70 feet for accessory structures
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Grain elevators and all necessary structures for the operation of such a facility
shall be exempt from this height limitation.

More than 200 feet from a residential zoning district:
150 feet for principal buildings
150 feet for accessory structures

All grain elevators and the structures necessary for the operation of such a
facility: Maximum building height of 100 feet in any portion of the industrial
district wherein such facility is located that is less than 200 feet of a
residential zoning district. :

Agriculture Ag: Maximum Height:

Within 200 feet of a residential zor ‘ld dlstnct
35 feet for principal buildings
55 feet for accessory structures

1k heads, d,l‘%rve in movié theater screens, stacks, water
1S, monumeﬁ;s, cupolas, steeples, radio/TV towers, and

. Blade Cléarance: No portion of a utility wind turbine blade of a WEGS shall
extend closer to the ground than 30 (thirty) feet. Blade clearance for a non
utility WEGS shall be no less than 10 (ten) feet.

. Noise: 50 decibels or less measured from the property line.
. Decommissioning of WEGS: The applicant and future owners shall ensure

those facilities are decommissioned upon the end of project life or facility
abandonment. A decommissioning plan shall be submitted with the project
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application. Decommissioning shall include removal of all structures and
electrical transmission components, to a depth of 4 (four) feet, and restoration
of the soil and vegetation to avoid temporary or long term soil erosion.

4. Application Requirements: All applicants shall complete a zoning certificate
application form and supply all information required on the application.

A site plan to scale detailing the location of the project area boundaries, property lines,
leased land, easements on the site, and easements obtained for the project.

A description of the project including but not limited to the n 1 ﬁ‘%ber of turbines, rated
capacity, height of towers, rotor diameter and height of tower. and rotor combined,
tu1b1ne and tower color, manufactmes of the equipment;‘and‘schedule/phasing of the

roject site and on the

This ordinance becomes effective fro

nd publication in the Post
Bulletin on April , 2013, g

Passed and adopted by the Eyota City Co ay of April 2013,

Tyrel Clark
Mayor

Marlis Knowltofi
Clerk/Treasurer
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