
 With December 31, 2011 
as the required end date for 

several grant projects, construc-
tion work continued into late 

fall. Fortunately the weather 
cooperated and allowed com-
pletion of the projects aimed at 

improving walkability in Eyota.  

 Through a federal pro-
gram, known as Communities 

Putting Prevention to Work 
(CPPW) the City of Eyota 
received two $50,000 grants to 

complete specific projects. 
Only certain projects fit the 

parameters of the grants.   

 The $50,000 trails grant 
required that the new trail be 
used as an extension of an ex-

isting trail. Using results from 
the walkability survey and 
workshop completed in August, 

2009, the existing trail in West 
Side Park was used to create a 

loop. It also created a safe 
place for walkers along Fifth 
Street and for those parking in 

the lower west lot.  

 The Eyota Park Board was 
involved in the design and 

selection of the trail route. 
Some changes were made after 
presenting the plans to 

the City Council. Engi-
neering for this trail 
subsequently altered the 

route for better accessi-

bility.  

 Instead of follow-

ing a lower route along 

Fifth Street, the engineers felt a 
route up and over the culverts 

would be preferable. It would 
also allow the pathway to con-

nect to the newly planned side-
walk on Jefferson Avenue.  
Also, to meet accessibility stan-

dards, a ramp from the east West 
Side parking lot needed to fol-
low a more angled course to 

meet the new pathway circling 
the dugout side of the ball dia-

monds.  

 An added pathway around 
the east parking lot connects 
sidewalk on Fifth Street to the 

play area at West Side. New 
pathways connect to the existing 

path, add a pathway to the skate 
park and create an odd-shaped 
circular pathway in the park for 

walkers and runners.  

 A second grant of $50,000 
was called the Complete Streets 

grant. This grant also had very 
specific parameters, which al-
lowed spending for lighting, 

trees, set up for a sidewalk (but 
no concrete), bike racks and a 

bike depot.  

      After considering a variety 
of options, the Eyota Council 

choose putting in a 

sidewalk on Jeffer-
son Avenue. This 
become a link in 

the overall walk-
ing/biking pathway 

plan that the Coun-
cil approved in 
2010. Eventually, 

this plan will provide safe walk-
ing and biking from Kwik Trip 

to the D-E Elementary School.  

 Funds from this grant also 
paid for parking lines and signs 

to make the West Side east park-
ing lot one-way. Bike racks will 
now be provided in all the city 

parks. Trees were planted along 
the new sidewalk and walkway.  

The city  paid about half the cost 
for the Jefferson Avenue new 

sidewalk.  

 In downtown Eyota a bike 

depot was built near where 
Eyota’s train depot once stood. 

See story below for details. 

 Thanks goes to the Olmsted 
County Health Department who 

connected Eyota with these fed-
eral grant funds. City of Eyota 
employee Iris Neumann serves 

on a county leadership SHIP/
CPPW board, through which 

access to funding was obtained. 

CPPW Grant Projects Nearly Completed:  
Included West Side Pathway, Sidewalk & Bike Depot 

 KEEP IN TOUCH: 

• Phone: 507-545-2135 

• Fax: 507-545-2235 

• Email: 
eyota@cityofeyota.com 

• Facebook: Eyota.MN 

• Website: 
eyota.govoffice.com  

• Marlis, Nancy, Iris, Brad, Joe 

New Bike Depot on South Front Street & Center 
The bike depot design was 

intended to resemble the origi-
nal Eyota train depot. A bench 
on one end is for those waiting 
for a bus. The other end will 
soon have a bike rack installed. 
Qualifying funding for the 
CPPW grant specified a “bike 
depot.”  The Eyota Park Board 

interpreted this to be a build-
ing reminiscent  of Eyota’s 

original train depot.  

The old depot was lo-
cated just a few feet to the 

north of the new bike depot.  

The location was cho-
sen to coincide with the 

Mayo employee bus stop, the 
24-hour fitness center and the 
eventual through-town route of 
the regional 
bike trail 
coming to 

Eyota.  
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Council Meetings at 

Eyota City Hall:  
7:30 pm  
December 22 
January  12 & 26 
February 9 & 23 
March  8 & 22 
View on Channel 19  

 

  
Planning Commission 
Meetings, 7 pm: 
January 19 
February 16 
March 15 

 

  

Park Board Meetings, 
7 pm: 
January 11 
February 8 
March 14 

 

  

City Hall is  
Closed on 
Dec. 26 & 
Jan. 2 for 
The holidays. 

 

UPCOMING DATES  

Grants Paid for: 

• New trail in West Side Park 

• Half of new sidewalk costs 

• Signage & parking lot paint 

• Trees along new walkways 

• Downtown bike depot 

• Landscaping, sidewalk (partial 

payment) near depot 

• Solar Lighting 
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 The Eyota Park Board is surveying the 
community to find what changes are needed 
for the 2012 Dover-Eyota Summer Recrea-
tion Program. Before hiring a new director, 
the park board felt this was the right time to 
look at revamping the program to meet cur-

rent needs.  

The board created an online 
survey and would like parents of 
current and potential summer rec 

participants to take the survey. 

The program has been of-
fered for 6 weeks during the sum-
mer months, usually from mid 
June to the end of July. Generally, classes 
for each activity were held twice each week 
for an hour to two hours.  A swim bus took 

children to the St. Charles aquatic center 

one afternoon each week.  

Class activities divided into age 
groups included T-ball, soccer, softball, 

baseball, volleyball and golf.  

What activities would your child like 
to attend? Do some of the pro-
grams unnecessarily replicate 
other programs already available 
in the community? What new 
activities might we offer?  
What have parents liked about 
the program? Are we offering 
our programs at times that work 

for  parents?  

Are the fees charged reasonable? 
Currently we charge a $30 fee for children 

Pam Benson, CAD Technology 
instructor at Rochester Community & 
Technical College transformed a train 
line drawing into a CAD design. She 
donated her time to the bike depot pro-

ject. The design is depicted on the right.         

Inside the new bike depot is a spe-
cially designed bike rack made by Ez 
Fabricating of Chatfield. A steam engine 
design with special lettering required 

CAD programming to cut the design.  

Dover-Eyota Summer Recreation: 
Take online survey to help Park Board reorganize program. 

CAD Train Design for Bike Depot’s Bike Rack 
Donated by Pam Benson, RCTC Instructor 

residing in Eyota or Dover; $40 for those 
living outside city limits.  The City of Do-
ver has shared some program costs with 

the City of Eyota for several years.  

A late fee of $15 has been charged for 
participates signing up beyond an early 
sign-up date. The early deadline allowed 
the director to hire the right number of 

coaches and helpers for each activity.  

To take the survey: Go to the link on 
the Eyota website: eyota.govoffice.com. 
The link is on the website homepage: 

http://www.kwiksurveys.com?

s=OOLHIJ_8d96b1bd 

Or return the paper survey en-

closed in this newsletter to City Hall. 

Safe Routes to School Grant in 2013: 
City was awarded a $355,950 grant for improvements. 

More new sidewalks and trails will be 
coming to Eyota in 2013 when construction 
starts for Safe Routes to School. The City 
applied for a federal grant in 2011, and was 
fortunate to be one of  16 Minnesota towns 

to receive the grant of the 82 who applied.  

The grant will pay for two trail connec-
tions, some segments of sidewalk, 29 pedes-
trian ramps and a proposed speed zone by 
the elementary school. The grant funding is 
all federal dollars and does not require city 

matching funds.  

The updated pedestrian ramps will 
make existing sidewalks more accessible at 

street corners and update old curb cuts.  

Sidewalks will be added on the north 
side of Sixth Street between Madison and 
Lafayette Avenues and on the north/south 
segment of Madison between Fifth and 
Sixth Streets. The new sidewalk on Jeffer-
son Avenue will be extended up Robert 

Avenue to the Eyota Market and from 
Peace Church to Knowledge Road. A short 
missing segment along Fifth Street near 

County Road 142 is also included. 

A new trail on the north side 
of Knowledge Road will connect to 
the existing trail that runs along the 
edge of the school woods. Another 
trail will extend from the loop trail 

in West Side Park to Second Street. 

The City has an overall plan 
to have pathways connecting the 
town from Kwik Trip to the Ele-
mentary School. This plan will 
complete connections along this 
route, leaving only a segment be-
tween Fifth Street and Carolann 
Street along Highway 42 uncompleted. 
The City may apply for a MnDot grant for 

funding this section.  

A school speed zone will give the 

City possession of a device to post speeds 
of those driving along Knowledge Road 

near the Dover-Eyota Elementary School. 

The application for the grant was 
based on a study done by Roches-
ter and Olmsted County planning, 
paid by SHIP funding. Also impor-
tant in getting approval for the 
grant was a complete streets reso-
lution passed in 2011 by the Coun-
cil and the overall trails plan ap-

proved in 2010.  

         Although the Safe Routes 
funds are intended to make it safer 
for kids walking to school, the 
improvements will also make it 

safer for all walkers in town.  

As a follow up to the grant the school 
will be required to do surveys to determine 
the number of children walking and biking 

to school.  
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REMINDER: No overnight (2 to 6 am) parking on streets from Novem-
ber 1 to April 1. During the winter months this allows for street snow plowing. 
Parking tickets issued for violations. 

Mobile Home Owners: Reminder to make sure your heat tape is plugged in and 
working for your water meter before the temperatures drop.  

Community Gardens Plots will be available again in 2012. Interested in garden-
ing?—We have raised beds or regular 10 by 16 foot plots near the Eyota Le-
gion. Contact Iris Neumann at City Hall if you are interested in reserving a plot. 
Cost for regular plot: $15 (estimate), raised beds: $25. 

The Final 2012 City of Eyota Budget was approved—Levy is lower than 2011. 

Property Owners are Required to Shovel Sidewalks within 12 Hours 

Thank youThank youThank youThank you————----         
to our volunteer  

city board members 
The City of Eyota wishes to extend 

thanks to current park board, planning 

commission and EDA board members.  

Park Board: Kevin Kullot (chair), 
Jacob Robinson (co-chair), Dianne 

Schmidt and Mark Winkels. 

Planning Commission: Dana Al-
len-Tully (chair), Scot Field (co-chair), 
Tim McLean and Barry Karsjens. Also 
to Tina Sass and Richard Long who 

resigned during 2011.  

Economic Development Author-

ity (EDA): Dave Higgins (chair), Dale 
Heintz (co-chair), Shannon Reuss, 

Dean Hammel and Tom Aleshire.  

AUTOPAY IS A WORRY FREE 
WAY TO PAY YOUR WATER & 
SEWER UTILITY BILL! 

To set up automatic payments: 

• Go the City website 
(eyota.govoffice.com) 

• Click on Notices to Citizens, Water 
/Sewer bill can be paid automatically. 

• Download form from bottom of web-
page. 

• Complete form, attach a voided check.  

• Return form to City Hall. 

 City Announcements: 

Park Board has a seat left open after 
Tyrel Clark was elected to City Council. 
If you care about development of the 
city’s parks and the summer recreation 
program, please consider filling this posi-

tion. (Term ends 12/31/13.) 

Park Board has five members serv-
ing three year terms. They meet on the 
second Wednesday of the month at 7 pm. 
2011 Council Reps on the board are Joe 

Loftus and Tony Nelson. 

The Planning Commission also has a 
seat open. Members consider zoning 
issues and sometimes develop new ordi-
nances. Their current project is forming a 
new commercial sign ordinance. The 

open term ends 12/31/2014. 

Planning Commission has five mem-
bers serving three year terms.  They meet 
on the third Thursday each month at 7 

pm. 2011 Council Commission reps are Ray 

Schuchard and Tyrel Clark. 

If you would like having a role in caring 
for your city, please consider volunteering for 

one of these positions.  

Contact City Hall at 507-545-2135 if 

you are interested. 

Homeowners and property owners are 
reminded they are responsible for shoveling 
snow off the sidewalks located adjacent to 

their homes.  

Ordinance 14-1 states that the snow or 
ice on public sidewalks needs to be removed 

within 12 hours after a  snowfall ends.  

Ordinance 109 describes snow left  on 
sidewalks after 24 hours as a nuisance and 

subject to fines.  

Removal of snow is required of prop-
erty owners whose lots or parcels abut a 

public walkway. 

Please be courteous and clear the side-

walks by your property.  

REMINDER: Get your pet’s license renewed by December 30! 

Pet licenses cost only $5 for spayed or 

neutered pets, $10 if not.  

If you license your pet after December 

30, there’s an added $10 late fee! 

Please bring proof of a current rabies vacci-
nation for your dog or cat when you license your 
pet. Forms can be downloaded from the City’s 
website and sent to City Hall. Or stop by City Hall 

between 8 am and 4:30 pm, Monday thru Friday. 

SEEKING New Board Members—Open  seats 

on Park Board & Planning Commission  



New vintage look downtown bike depot/bus shelter:  

Plan Drafting by Park Board Member Mark Winkels 

Concrete & Sidewalks by Allen Concrete 

Construction by Tom Kalmes Construction,  

Staining by Dabelstein Painting,  

Bike Rack by Ez Fabricating of Chatfield,  

Funding through CPPW Grant. 

Postal Patron  

 Eyota, MN  55934 

City of Eyota 
38 South Front St. SW 
P.O. Box 328 
Eyota, MN 55934 

Eyota’s NEW Bike Depot: Located on South Front Street 

Permit No. 12 

Eyota, MN 55934 
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