
CITY OF EYOTA
PARK BOARD MINUTES

SEPTEMBER 11, 2013

Members Present: Kevin Kullot, Jacob Robinson, Dianne Schmidt, Judy Brandt and Temporary Secretary Iris Neumann
Members Absent: Mark Winkels, Kurt Holst and Tony Nelson

Call to Order: Chair Kullot called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.
Approve Agenda: There was a motion made by Schmidt and seconded by Brandt to approve the agenda with the following additions under 4. Any Other Business: a. Park Plan Review, b. Budget update and c. Farmers market sign at West Side Park. All voted in favor, the motion carried.

Approve Minutes: Robinson made a motion and it was seconded by Schmidt to approve the August 14, 2013 meeting minutes. All voted in favor, the motion passed. The July 10th minutes have not yet been approved. 
Second DNR Tree Grant Planting at West Side Park: Neumann described the two areas on the north side of the park where the final two plantings will be made to complete the 2012-14 tree grant plantings. In the original tree grant application these were described as Mid Park Plantings (in the skate park area) and New 2013 Pathway & Wetlands Trees. Native trees needed included big tooth aspen, white or jack pine, larch, red oak, Kentucky coffeetree, quaking aspen, white swamp oak and river birch. Neumann would be in contact with a local nursery to get pricing and availability. Planting should take place this fall, if trees are available. If not, final plantings can take place until May 31, 2014. The board advised doing all the plantings except for those along the proposed trail. (Because there was only one bid, which was much higher than the grant amount, to build the trail, it was decided to postpone construction and rebid the project in the spring of 2014.) 
Parks: Park Board members received the printout of the Park Board Goals 2013, which included immediate plans, short term plans and long term plans; these had been discussed at a prior meeting. It was noted that Summerfield Park’s need for additional mulch in the new play equipment area, at been completed at the time Freedom Park’s new mulch was delivered. Chair Kullot led a general discussion about the plan. 
Any Other Business: 
Park Plan Review: An updated City of Eyota Parks Plan with new photos was given to the Park Board members. A motion was made by Chair Kullot and seconded by Schmidt to approve the new parks master plan. The motion passed unanimously. Neumann mentioned the new SHIP 3 (Statewide Health Improvement Program) through Olmsted County would be offering professional assistance in adding to the park plan. Along with this assistance they will also be offering a grant for some type of park improvements during 2013-14 SHIP. 
Budget Update: Chair Kullot noted that the funding for extra summer help was still in the budget, but funding for a basketball court ($10,000) had been moved to trails for the DNR Connection Trail and the $4,000 planned for a sign at Sunset Square Park had been deleted.
Farmers Market Sign: Neumann, the Eyota Farmers Market manager, presented a proposal to place a permanent sign for the farmers market in the park. She shared the sign design, but noted some minor changes were planned in the layout. A farmers market EBT grant would pay for the sign costs. Kullot led a discussion on a location of where it might be erected in the park, near where the market meets. There was consensus that it be located near the entrance of the west parking lot, hopefully visible from the highway and Fifth Street. A motion was made by Robinson and seconded by Kullot to allow the sign to be erected in the park. The motion passed unanimously. 
Additional discussion: Brandt offered a suggestion that the concession stand in West Side Park be open more frequently to offer items like ice cream or food on evenings when there were ballgames. Perhaps it could be used for fundraising. She also wondered why the park could not be used more for community events. She gave the examples of having monthly events targeted for different groups—kids one month, teens another and seniors another. She suggested having more music events and mentioned the Teddy Bear Band for kids. 

Another item: Kullot questioned why the advertising signs at Freedom Park were already down. He wondered why they had been removed so early. 

Adjourn: There was a motion made by Schmidt and seconded by Robinson to adjourn.  All voted in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:10 pm.
__________________________________________

Iris Neumann, Temporary Park Board Secretary 
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