CITY OF EYOTA
PARK BOARD MINUTES

NOVEMBER 12, 2014

Members Present:  Dianne Schmidt, Jacob Robinson, Kevin Kullot and Deputy Clerk Nancy Eichman.

Members Absent: Tony Nelson, Kurt Holst, Mark Winkels and Jacob Schleusner.

Call to Order: Chair Robinson called the meeting to order at 7:03 PM.

Approve the Agenda: There was a motion made by Kullot and seconded by Schmidt to approve the agenda.  All voted in favor.  The motion was declared carried.
Approve the Minutes: There was a motion made by Kullot and seconded by Schmidt to approve the minutes of the October 8, 2014 meeting.  All voted in favor.  The motion was declared carried.
Park Maintenance:
Public Works Update: Chair Robinson reported to the park board updates from Public Works: New lime was added to all three ball fields. All broken playground edging in all the parks has been replaced.  The designated play equipment to be painted at West Side Park has been removed and delivered to the painter.  Public Works has installed the cement bike rack pads in West Side Park, Sunrise Park, and Freedom Park.  The bike racks have been installed.  The Jackie Reiland Memorial (bench with concrete pad and a tree) has been installed on the east side of the newly installed bike path in West Side Park approximately halfway between the wetland area and where the new path meets the old path.  All advertising signs at Freedom Park have been removed for the season.  The signs are stored in the storage shed at West Side Park. The park bathrooms are winterized and closed for the season.  City Maintenance will keep the walking paths open as long as they can.  It will depend on the amount of snow.  The ice rink will be opened soon if the weather stays cold.  City Maintenance will be cutting more willow trees at West Side Park this winter if weather permits.
City Parks Bathroom Faucets: Kullot reported that he received an outside quote for the city park bathroom faucets of $128/per faucet.  Kullot will inquire if he can purchase the faucets and the city reimburse him. The previous quote from B & C Plumbing was $175 to $200 per faucet.  
Regulation of Trees – New Ordinance #136: City Tree Inspector, Iris Neumann reported to the Park Board information on the regulation of trees.  Neumann informed the Park Board that the new tree ordinance designates the Park Board to serve as the City Tree Board.  Some of the requirements of the Tree Board are: to serve as an advocate of the City’s urban forest.  The Tree Board should meet monthly or as needed.  The board will recommend to the City Council the adoption and alteration of all rules and regulations which it shall deem in the public interest to enhance and beautify the urban forest as well as to carry out the purposes of this ordinance.  The Tree Board will provide a list of both desirable and unsuitable trees for planting in the boulevards.  The board will create permit forms for the planting of boulevard trees and removal of trees at no cost to the residents.  The Tree Board will promote appreciation of trees through Arbor Day observances or other activities in conjunction with the school district and community organizations.  The board will encourage landscaping, planting and maintenance of trees and vegetation on private property by providing information on the value of landscaping and on the proper planting and care of trees and other vegetation. The City may appoint a qualified City Tree Inspector to control and prevent damage by tree pests.

Neumann reported that there is $2500 in the 2015 Park budget for purchase and maintenance of trees.  There is $7500 in the General Fund for boulevard trees/planting or removal.  Neumann stated that there is a need for more trees where there is lots of green ash trees.  Schmidt added that Summerfield Park could use some boulevard trees.
Adjourn: There was a motion made by Kullot and seconded by Schmidt to adjourn the meeting.  All voted in favor.  The motion was declared carried.  The meeting adjourned at 7:48 PM.

__________________________________________

Nancy Eichman, Deputy Clerk/Park Board Secretary 
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