
CITY OF EYOTA
PARK BOARD MINUTES

OCTOBER 9, 2013

Members Present: Jacob Robinson, Dianne Schmidt, Judy Brandt, Mark Winkels, Kurt Holst and Temporary Secretary Iris Neumann
Members Absent: Kevin Kullot and Tony Nelson

Call to Order: Co-chair Robinson called the meeting to order at 7:01 pm.
Approve Agenda: A motion was made by Brandt and seconded by Schmidt to approve the agenda. All voted in favor, the motion carried.

Approve Minutes: Winkels made a motion and it was seconded by Schmidt to approve the July 10, 2013 and September 11, 2013 meeting minutes. All voted in favor, the motion passed.  
Park/Maintenance Update: A report submitted by Brad Boice of public works included:


Freedom Park—Grass is growing where dirt had been added around the playground. The old parking area was re-graded and seeded.


West Side Park—Paint was purchased for the pavilion ceilings. One dying ash will be removed when time permits, along with some willows on the north end of the rows. The wetland area is “looking good” according to Tom Eckdahl of Chester Woods. Vegetation is mainly grasses. Eckdahl had suggested having volunteers collect flower seeds from the DE Elementary School prairie area to plant in the wetland area. Another spring burn was suggested for 2014; there was one in the spring of 2013. 
Fall Tree Planting at West Side Park: Neumann relayed plans to plant a portion of the remaining planting included in the 2012-14 DNR Tree Grant. Not all of the required trees were available, those being planted will be purchased from the Viola Nursery. The remaining trees can still be planted in spring of 2014. Trees along the proposed pathway to Second Street could be planted because the engineers were willing to mark a center line of where the pathway will go. Trees, which were available, included Swamp White Oak, River Birch, Kentucky Coffeetree, Tamarack and White Pine.
Farmers Market Sign: Councilman Holst explained where the Council had suggested as the best site for the sign—near the west parking lot entrance, on the west side of the entrance driveway. The Council had approved the sign and it has already been ordered.
Mini Library, an EDA request for consideration: Co-chair Robinson introduced the concept of having a mini-library in town, using the Bike Depot on South Front Street as a location, per the suggestion of the EDA board. He mentioned he has seen several in the Cities in a neighborhood around the St. Thomas campus. “Take a book, leave a book,” he explained. A discussion followed, which included concerns that someone would need to monitor it, but Schmidt suggested those using it would monitor it. The agenda had listed the possibility of a volunteer building it.  A motion was made by Winkels and seconded by Schmidt that the library not be permanently attached and that no money be spent to build it. The motion passed.  
Any Other Business: 
Robinson asked if any of the other members would be interested in starting park board meetings at 7:30 pm. No action was taken.
Winkels brought up an issue of someone recently ripping through West Side Park on a three-wheeler. Park rules do not allow park use by motorized vehicles.
Adjourn: There was a motion made by Winkels and seconded by Schmidt to adjourn.  All voted in favor and the motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 7:31 pm.
__________________________________________

Iris Neumann, Temporary Park Board Secretary 
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