West Side Park Tree Walk
Take a walk to discover 20 different kinds of trees in West Side Park. Start from the parking lot on the southwest corner (graveled lot), then walk the asphalt pathway, heading northward. 
Most trees are near the pathway, finding numbers 6 to 9 require that one continues north (straight ahead) on grass when the pathway curves right.   Return to the pathway for Numbers 10 to 18, but 13, 16 and 17 are located north of the pathway. Continue along the walking path as it curves toward the ballfield, then toward and curving by the water tower. Numbers 19 and 20 are near the play area, located south of the pavilion. 

For additional help in identifying these trees look at the photos on the website.

Find one large tree on left side of pathway just beyond the ice rink area.
1. Weeping Willow—Drooping branches having narrow pointed leaves give this tree a distinctive appearance. 

The next three trees of left of pathway:

2. Honey Locust—Rounded compound leaves give this tree a feathery, lacey look. 

Two trees on right side of pathway:

3. Black Walnut—Compound leaves have pointed leaflets, distinctive green rounded nuts form during the summer months.
Find a grouping of three evergreen trees, right of pathway.

4. Black Hills Spruce—Cone-shaped evergreen with short needles.
Two groupings of three trees on the left-hand side of the pathway, where pathway curves to the right: 
5. Green Ash—Compound leaves, tree is susceptible to Emerald Ash Borer.
Leave the pathway, going towards Second Street; find a grouping of three willows.

6. Willow—Narrow leaves on yellowish stems.
Further from pathway, find a grouping of three trees. 

7. River Birch—Roundish, toothed leaves, tree trunk has distinctive pink to reddish peeling bark. Trees usually grow in clumps.
Just beyond the River Birch, there’s another grouping of three similar trees.
8. Paper Birch—Trees grow in clumps, smallish toothed leaves; bark is white, peeling with a papery look.
Take a bit of a walk further toward Second Street, a line of evergreen trees has three nearby Green Ash and a recently planted maple near them.
9. White Pine—Evergreen having longish, fine needles that grow in clumps of five needles. Tree has a soft-fluffy look to it. 
Go back to the pathway, three narrow trees on the curve.

10. Arborvitae—Tall narrow evergreens, with feathery-like leaves. This is the columnar form of this tree, once commonly planted in cemeteries. 
Grouping of three trees left of pathway, one is smaller and was recently replanted.
11. Hackberry—Single, pointed, longish, somewhat heart-shaped leaf. Tree has a corky looking bark. This species has been chosen as a shade tree after Dutch Elm disease killed our elms. 
Next on left side of pathway, a grouping of three.

12. Pin Oak—Single pointed leaves, deeply lobed, alternate on branches; straight tree trunk, tree has a somewhat narrow outline. 
From pathway toward a home, between hackberries and pin oaks, first find the Red Oak, then just beyond it, are two bur oaks.
13. Red and Bur Oak—Red Oak is similar to Pin Oak, with points on leaves, but leaves are not as deeply lobed. Bur Oak has rounded and “fiddle-shaped” leaves, acorns have fuzzy-looking edges on their caps. 
Back to the trail, find group of three pyramid-shaped trees on the right hand side of trail. Another grouping of three is off the pathway on the far left beyond #15.
14. European Linden—Roundish, heart-shaped single leaves, silhouette of tree looks like a pyramid shape. This tree is commonly used in landscapes and is closely related to tree #15, but this is the European version of the tree.
Grouping of three trees on left side of pathway:

15. American Basswood—Very similar to #14 with roundish, heart-shaped leaves, slightly larger than the linden’s. Basswood has the same scientific surname, Tilia, as Linden. This is more open tree in silhouette in comparison to Linden.
Find two trees, beyond the basswood, further to the north from pathway, near edge of park. 

16. Pin Cherry—Reddish bark looks like a birch, with single, slightly pointed leaves. Tiny fruit in clumps.
Before returning to the pathway, head west toward two trees, beyond second clump of three Lindens, one has a strong lean to its trunk.
17. Quaking Aspen—Whitish bark, roundish leaves that “quake” in the wind, and looking whitish on the backside of the smallish rounded leaves. 

Grouping of three tall trees on the right-hand side of the pathway. You need to back track a bit on the pathway from the Quaking Aspen.
18. Sugar Maple—Large, single leaves that look like webbed feet. Sap used to make maple sugar in the early spring. Another relative of this tree, having deep red colored leaves, is the Crimson King Maple—two are located near the Frisbee golf basket, near the three sugar maples. 
Continue on the pathway along the ballfield, past the water tower as pathway curves southward. Two young trees are planted on the south side of the park pavilion and north of the play area.

19. Accolade Elm—Smallish single leathery leaves, with sharp teeth on edges of elliptical pointed leaves. Newly planted, on Arbor Day 2009, a Dutch Elm resistant tree. 

There are a few of these trees throughout the park, two are near the playground. One is newly planted on the west edge of the play area, the other is older and near the paved parking lot.

20. Silver Maple—Leaves are pointed and deeply lobed, with a lighter, whitish cast to the back of the leave. Relative to the sugar maple, but faster growing, bark gets shaggy and trees tend to break apart with age. 
Congratulations on completing the West Side Park tree walk!  
