
CITY OF EYOTA

EYOTA, MINNESOTA

ORDINANCE #116
AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO RECREATIONAL FIRES – “CAMPFIRES” WITHIN THE CITY OF EYOTA
NOW THEREFORE, IT IS ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF EYOTA, MINNESOTA AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1:  Purpose
This ordinance is intended to promote the public health, safety and welfare and to safeguard the health, comfort, living conditions, safety and welfare of the citizens of the City of Eyota by regulating the air pollution and fire hazards of recreational fires – “campfires” as delegated to cities by the State of Minnesota found in Chapter 88 of the Minnesota Statutes.

Section 2:  Applicability

This ordinance applies to all campfires within the City of Eyota.

2.1 This ordinance does not apply to outdoor fire boilers.

2.2 This ordinance does not apply to burning for the purpose of generating heat in a stove, furnace, fireplace or other heating device within a building used for human or animal habitation.

2.3 This ordinance does not apply to the use of propane, acetylene, natural gas, gasoline or kerosene in a device intended for heating, construction or maintenance activities.

Section 3:  Definitions
A. Building Material:  Lumber, wood shakes and other wood products, but shall not include composite shingles, tar paper, insulation, treated wood, painted wood, plastics, packaging, wall board, wiring or other similar smoke producing materials.

B. Campfire:  A fire set for cooking, warming or ceremonial purposes, which is not more than three feet in diameter by three feet high, and has had the ground five feet from the base of the fire cleared of all combustible material.

C. Cooking fire:  A fire contained in a charcoal grill, camp stove or other device designed for the purpose of cooking.

D. Demolition Debris:  Burnable building material generated from demolition of buildings or structures.

E. Garbage:  Discarded material resulting from the handling, processing, storage, preparation, serving, and consumption of food.

F. Hazardous Waste:  No person shall conduct, cause, or permit open burning of hazardous waste as defined in Minnesota Statute Section 116.06, Subdivision 11, and applicable commissioners rules.

G. Heating Devices:  Furnaces or other devices which burn fuel oil, coal, natural gas, propane, corn, pellets of any kind, and wood or used petroleum products, and which conform to all local, state and federal environmental and safety regulations, intended to provide heat.
H. Open Burning:  Open burning is the burning of any matter which is not contained within a fully enclosed firebox or container, and whereby the resulting combustion products are emitted directly to the atmosphere without passing through a stack, duct, or chimney.

I. Outdoor Fire Boilers:  A fired boiler, stove or furnace that is not located within a building intended for habitation by humans or domestic animals.
J. Prohibited Materials:  Rubber, plastics, chemically treated materials, or other materials which produce excessive or noxious smoke including, but not limited to, tires, railroad ties, chemically treated lumber, composite shingles, tar paper, insulation, composition board, sheetrock, wiring, paint, paint filters and oil.

K. Rubbish:  Non-putrescible solid waste, such as paper, cardboard, yard clippings and other natural matter not included in garbage.

L. Solid Waste:  Garbage, refuse, sludge from a water supply treatment plant or air containment treatment facility, and other discarded waste materials and sludge’s, solid, semisolid, liquid or contained gaseous form, resulting from industrial, commercial, mining, and agricultural operations, and from community activities.

Section 4:  Campfires

Open burning is allowed for the following exceptions only;

A. Campfires.  A campfire is a fire set for cooking, warming, or ceremonial purposes, which is not more than three feet in diameter by three feet high, and the ground surrounding the fire has been cleared of all combustible material for five feet from the base of the fire.  

B. Fires contained in charcoal grills, camp stoves, or other devices designed for the purpose of cooking or heating.

Exemption to conduct fires under this section does not excuse a person from the consequences, damages or injuries which may result there from, nor does it exempt any person from regulations promulgated by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, or any other governmental unit exercising jurisdiction in matters of pollution or fire hazard regulations.

Section 5:  Restrictions on Burning

No person shall cause, allow or permit open burning of any prohibited materials, hazardous wastes, solid wastes, demolition debris, motor vehicles, building materials, garbage, or rubbish within the City limits of the City of Eyota.

Section 6:  Severability

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is for any reason held to be invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of the ordinance.

Section 7:  Liability

A person utilizing or maintaining a campfire shall be responsible for all fire suppression costs and any other liability resulting from damage caused by the fire.
Section 8:  Penalty  
Any person violating any provision of this ordinance is guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be punished by a fine of at least $150.00 per occurrence plus the costs of prosecution in any case.
Passed and adopted by the Eyota City Council this 28th day of June, 2007.

This Ordinance shall become effective on the 7th day of July, 2007; after being published in the Rochester Post Bulletin.  
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___________________________

Marlis Knowlton

                                    Wesley M. Bussell
City Clerk/Treasurer
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